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What is a transition? 

 
Current systems of provision are complex, interconnected and 
difficult to steer away from unsustainability. 
 
Facing the social, environmental and economic crises, incremental 
solutions or quick-fixes are not enough to steer clear from them.  
 
Fundamental change in the way a societal need is fulfilled; 
transformative change in structures, cultures and practices 
 
                 TRANSITIONS 



Our cities show the way 
Alternatives that realize sustainability are experimented by and within 
initiatives. These initiatives transform the way services are provided, 
alter ways of thinking and ways of organizing.   

            TRANSITION INITIATIVES 

What recent on-going transitions teach us 
Multi-actor co-evolutionary process, involves technological changes 
and non-technological changes and different types of innovations. 
Complex to be steered top-down.  

           NEW GOVERNANCE FOCUS 

What the history shows 
Transitions are long-term processes; 25-50 years to structurally 
change. Can we afford to wait the course of history?  

               ACCELERATION 

Transitions-in-the-making 
Different dynamics and transformation potential at different spatial 
scales; initiatives evolve over time and cross-over different scales. 

            RESCALING 



Research Mission 

How can local transition initiatives accelerate 
sustainability transitions in their city-region? 

 

Identify the mechanisms and local governance conditions for 
accelerating sustainability transitions, develop strategies and 
instruments to assist their acceleration and assess them with 

dynamic modelling approaches  



Transition Initiatives 
A locally-based activity which drives transformative change 

towards environmental sustainability of existing societal 
systems in multiple dimensions across multiple domains. 

 
 

multiple dimensions : infrastructure and technologies, 
 rules and norms, routines and practices. 

 



The initiative aims to transform the way that basic services are currently 
provided, through the renewal or replacement of infrastructures and 
technologies, rules and norms, routines and practices, and so on 

 

Low-Carbon Domains!
Energy, Transport and Mobility!

Water, Food!
Resource Management!

Build Environment!
Nature conservation and restoration!

Knowledge development for 
sustainability!

!
!



Acceleration Dynamics 
Acceleration is conceptualized as an increase in the pace of change, the 
scale of change and diversity of changes in multiple domains as a result of 
lessons learned in transition initiatives   

   

How to achieve shifts in the operation and impact of local to regional 
transition initiatives, or simply, to achieve rescaling of transition initiatives 

How to to enable coupling of transition initiatives meaning to enable 
complementarities, avoid tensions and foster synergies across domains  

 



 

How can interactions between transition initiatives across 
domains and across scales influence them to accelerate 

sustainability transitions in their city-region? 

How do local conditions and/or dynamics enable/hinder 
local initiatives to accelerate sustainability transitions? 

 
How can local transition initiatives leverage acceleration,  

yet ensure inclusivity? 



 
 

Where do transitions happen? 
 

transition regions are areas (including cities in their 
regional context) where over the past decade a 

multitude of transition initiatives have emerged 
  

Brighton! Budapest! Dresden! Stockholm!

Flanders!



ARTS Transition Approach | Hypothesized mechanisms: 
Rescaling and coupling different transition initiatives to accelerate sustainability 
transitions to low-carbon societies 



How lessons from these initiatives can be drawn for broader 
transitions to sustainable low-carbon societies within Europe? 



Get involved! 
•  follow our activities 

•  www.acceleratingtransitions.eu  

•  read and comment on our publications 

•  join and contribute to our events 

•  share your experience 

Are you working on similar issues in your community or in your research work? 
We want to hear from you. 



Thank you 
 

www.acceleratingtransitions.eu 


