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Background
This document is a brief overview of presentations and discussions that took place during the first
Transition Platform Meeting, held in Budapest on Thursday September 18th 2014.
Transition Platforms (TP) are regular events organized in the framework of the Accelerating and
Rescaling Transitions to Sustainability (ARTS) research project. Transition Platforms bring together
policy-makers from different levels of governance, researchers and representatives of transition
initiatives, thus providing a mechanism for exchange and coproduction of knowledge about on-going
transitions. ARTS is a research project which aims to benefit theory, policy and practice related to
accelerating sustainability transitions. For more information visit the project website:
www.acceleratingtransitions.eu

Summary of presentations and discussions
In an historic setting of the Vajdahunyad Castle, the first ARTS Transition Platform Meeting was
organized. The event was attended by ARTS researchers and regional actors to explore possibilities for
accelerating sustainability transitions. In the Budapest region, a number of society-based initiatives was
identified as well as a number of formal policy-led projects. The Transition Platform brought together
these initiatives and spurred a discussion to what extent the top-down and bottom-up initiatives were
interlinked and how they might reinforce each other.
The Transition Platform started with an introduction to the ARTS project by project coordinator Dr. Niki
Frantzeskaki. She explained the idea behind the ARTS project and the ambition of accelerating
transitions by means of creating synergies between transition initiatives. Transition Region leader Dr.
Maria Bakosné Böröcz presented an overview of the empirical work in the region so far, identifying
multiple initiatives that emerged mainly at the district level within Budapest between 2005 and 2014.
These presentations led to a discussion on the potential number of initiatives that might be much larger
than the current amount identified as well as on their character, and the general role of civil society in
sustainability transitions.
One of the successful initiatives mentioned was the initiative called ‘critical mass’ in which a group of
cyclists had started to organize collective action by cycling down the main streets of the city
demanding cycling lanes. Over the period of two years, the group had grown towards a few thousand
cyclists, after which the city government decided to develop a cycling infrastructure and introduce a
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bicycle rental scheme. The group felt this was an example of how the process of transition could work,
when bottom-up pressures are reinforced by policy to create sustainability breakthroughs.
After this discussion, Dr. Balázs Szeneczey, Deputy Mayor of Urban Development in the Budapest
Council, presented the more formal policy approach to achieving sustainability. He presented three
main projects in the city, funded by EU subsidies: introduction of clean busses, introduction of 800.000
(recycled) recycling bins and the development of a new area into a sustainable exhibition and office
area. The projects were discussed, mainly questioning the potential effects on a sustainability transition.
Despite the progress made, some participants argued that these projects might perhaps not be
addressing the main issues and should better connect to social innovation. It was for example
questioned, to what extent the introduction of recycling bins would be enough to shift behaviors of
citizens as well as that it would need a substantial change in the waste collection and management
system. The introduction of 20 zero emission vehicles was also seen as a promising project, but it
remained unclear what it would mean for the entire bus fleet consisting of fossil-fuel powered vehicles.

Ms. Judit Varga presenting the Heroes of Responsible Dining.
The final presentation was delivered by Judit Varga, co-founder of Heroes of Responsible Dining. Her
initiative is a growing network of 27 environmental conscious restaurants. By engaging restaurants in a
sustainability ranking that is connected to an online platform, the initiative seeks to create awareness
amongst consumers as well as to stimulate restaurants to use organic and sustainable food. Judit
explained how they struggled to engage more restaurants and consumers and create a sustainable
business model. One of the suggestions was to introduce more consumer interaction, for example by
having them rate the restaurants, but also to link up more actively with other initiatives. Learn more
about the initiative here: http://responsibledining.com/
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A view of the discussions of the Transition Platform meeting in Budapest.

The closing discussion focused around the question what a sustainability transition in the region might
look like. It was clear to the audience that the top-down projects were in themselves too much focusing
on technological innovation without a link to institutional change and social innovation. Vice versa many
of the initiatives were too fragmented and small scale, being unable to mobilize a critical mass and link
up to formal policy. Some participants were critical of links that should be established between
transition initiatives and formal policy, given a potential hijacking of transition initiatives within formal
policy processes. However, all people realized for more fundamental leaps forward in a sustainability
transition more was needed. This Transition Platform thus provided another space of interaction and
encounter to discuss how to accelerate sustainability transitions in the city-region of Budapest.
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Discovering Sustainability Transitions in Budapest
18 September 2014, Budapest
Vajdahunyad Castle, Városliget street, 1146 Budapest
(www.vajdahunyadcastle.com)
Our cities and regions are changing fast. Innovations contributing to
sustainability are changing how our cities look and how we live. How much
do we know about these sustainability initiatives? How can we bring
together the energy and creativity of different actors to accelerate
sustainability transitions in Budapest?
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AGENDA
08.30 Coffee and Registration
09.00 Welcoming words, Dr. Csaba Fogarassy, Szent István University, Hungary
09.15 Accelerating Sustainability Transitions, Dr. Niki Frantzeskaki, DRIFT, Erasmus University
Rotterdam, The Netherlands
09.30 Discovering Transition Initiatives in Budapest, Dr. Maria Bakosné Böröcz, Szent István
University, Hungary
10.00 Roundtable 1: National vs. Local policy aims
(Moderator Prof. Derk Loorbach, DRIFT, Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands)
o Prof. Dr. Sándor Molnár, Leading National Expert of European Environmental Agency (EIONET)
o Dr. Balázs Szeneczey, Deputy Mayor at Urban Development, Budapest Council
o Dr. Csaba Fogarassy, Szent István University, Budapest
o Dr. Maria Bakosné Böröcz, Szent István University, Budapest
10.45 Coffee/Tea Break
11. 00 Green Innovations in Budapest, Dr. Balázs Szeneczey, Deputy Mayor at Urban Development,
Budapest Council
11.20 Initiating a Food Transition in Budapest, Judit Varga, Heroes of Responsible Dining, network
of the environmental conscious restaurants
11.40 Roundtable 2: Empowering civil society to achieve sustainability: Challenges and
Opportunities
(Moderator Prof. Derk Loorbach, DRIFT, Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands)
o Dr. Balázs Szeneczey, Deputy Mayor at Urban Development, Budapest Council
o Judit Varga, Heroes of Responsible Dining, network of the environmental conscious
restaurants
12.30 Lunch
13.30 Discovering sustainability transitions in Budapest: what’s next?, Dr. Csaba Fogarassy, Szent
István University, Budapest
14.00 Site visit - Join us on the trip to explore how new and old urban fabric is co-existing in

Budapest
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Registration
This event is free of charge but registration is required. To register, please contact
Linda Szőke at linda890206@gmail.com.

How to reach the venue:
Address: Vajdahunyad Castle, Városliget street, 1146 Budapest
(www.vajdahunyadcastle.com/map-vajdahunyad-castle-budapest)

