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What happens when diverse transition 

initiatives emerge in a city-region?



Upscaling is the growth of members, supporters or users of a 

single transition initiative in order to spread these new ways of 

thinking, organizing and practicing. 

Replicating is the take up of new ways of doing, organizing and

thinking of one transition initiative by another transition initiative

or different actors in order to spread out these new ways.

Coupling is the pooling and/or complementing of resources, 

competences, and capacities in order to exploit synergies between 

these new ways. 

Instrumentalising is tapping into and capitalizing on opportunities 

provided by the multi-level governance context of the city-region in 

order to exploit synergies between these multi-level dynamics. 

Embedding is the alignment of old and new ways of doing,

organizing and thinking in order to integrate them into city-regional

governance patterns.
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Collection of empirical data:

- desk work to scan óInitiative landscapeô (up to 100) and óliterature reviewô 

- between 10 and 15 Local Transition Initiatives (LTI) per case (criteria)

- ideally up to 3 semi-structured interviews per LTI ïtriangulation (2015)

- additional interviews with óhelicopter peopleô (2014/2015)

- participation local events, meetings, workshop etc.



Upscaling is the growth of members, supporters or 

users of a single transition initiative in order to 

spread these new ways of thinking, organizing and 

practicing. 

Findings:

- upscaling processes in all regions, but differs across domains

- food initiatives are upscaling in every city region

- is not a universally shared goal in initiatives (tensions occur)

Implications: 

Upscaling as mechanism is reasonable for single cases

In most cases there is a clear ólimit of growthô

óReplicatingô as way out




